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Successful endoscopic extraction of
dental prosthesis impacted in a
sigmoid diverticulum夽
Extracción endoscópica exitosa de prótesis
dental impactada en divertículo de sigmoides
A 75-year-old man had a past surgical history of sigmoidectomy with primary anastomosis due to complicated
diverticulitis in 2007. The patient accidentally swallowed
a 4-tooth dental prosthesis. Gastroscopy performed 12 h
after the accident did not reveal the foreign body. During
the ensuing 10-month follow-up, x-rays were taken until
repeated images of the foreign body lodged in the sigmoid
colon, with no progression, were observed (fig. 1). Through
colonoscopy, the impacted prosthesis was identified inside
a sigmoid diverticulum, proximal to the anastomosis. It was
gently extracted from the diverticulum by means of a 27mm loop polypectomy snare. Once the prosthesis was out
of the diverticulum, its large size prevented it from being
placed inside the overtube. Thus, it was held in place by the
loop and with delicate maneuvers was extracted through the
anastomosis to the rectum, without damaging the mucosa.
Once in the rectum, the endoscopist eased the prosthesis
out with his fingers (fig. 2). This is the first report of a
case of a dental prosthesis lodged in a diverticulum of the
colon.
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Figure 1 Unenhanced abdominal x-ray showing the dental
prosthesis in the sigmoid colon.

Foreign body ingestion occurs more frequently in children than in adults. Accidental ingestion in adults is more
common in the elderly.1 Most ingested foreign bodies pass
through the digestive tract with no complications, but 10 to
20% of cases require endoscopic removal and 1% require surgical treatment.2 Once they pass the pylorus, 20% of long,
sharp foreign bodies can cause perforations, generally at the
level of the ileocecal valve.3 Perforations caused by foreign
body impaction in the lower digestive tract are managed
through urgent surgery. Foreign bodies that do not cause
perforations can be extracted endoscopically with adequate
morbidity and mortality rates.4
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Figure 2 A) Dental prosthesis impacted in the diverticulum. B) Loop extraction of the prosthesis. C) Passage of the prosthesis
through the anastomosis. D) Extracted dental prosthesis.
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