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Laparoscopic hepatectomy of a hydatid cyst夽
Hepatectomía laparoscópica de quiste hidatídico
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Figure 1

As the imaging study approach, a liver CAT scan was performed.

A 37-year-old woman with no comorbidities stated she
had regular contact with pigs, dogs, and cows. Her current illness began one year earlier, with abdominal pain
in the epigastrium. An abdominal ultrasound study identified a tumor in the left hepatic lobe, for which she was
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referred to our hospital. As the imaging study approach, a
CAT scan of the liver was carried out (Fig. 1) that revealed a
6.7 × 6.1 cm complex cystic lesion that involved liver segments II, III, and was touching segment IVa, as well as
involving the inferior vena cava and the middle hepatic vein.
It was associated with calcified zones and scant fat. Complementary liver ultrasound (Fig. 2) and contrast-enhanced
MRI (Fig. 3) showed a lesion consistent with a stage CE4
hydatid cyst, according to the WHO classification. Serologic
testing for hydatidosis was negative. The patient underwent
laparoscopic left lateral hepatectomy. During the surgery,
we found that the cyst was firmly attached to the inferior
vena cava (Fig. 4) and was also very close to the middle hepatic vein (Fig. 5), but it did not communicate with the biliary
tree. The pathology study confirmed the diagnosis of hydatid
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Figure 2

Complementary liver ultrasound study was performed.

Figure 3

Figure 4

A contrast-enhanced MRI was performed.

A cyst firmly attached to the inferior vena cava was found during the surgery.
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Figure 5

The cyst was very close to the middle hepatic vein.

cyst. The patient had good postoperative progression and
was discharged 3 days after the surgery. She completed 6
weeks of postoperative treatment with albendazole and the
6-month follow-up period.
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