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10-hour asymptomatic  endoscopic capsule

broncoaspiration�

Broncoaspiración  asintomática  de  cápsula  endoscópica  por  10  horas

D.  Keil-Ríos ∗, D. Angulo-Molina, A. Farca-Belsaguy

Unidad  Avanzada  de  Endoscopia,  Centro  Médico  ABC,  Campus  Observatorio,  Mexico  City,  Mexico

An  84-year-old  man  sought  medical  attention  due  to  fever
and  ileal  wall  thickening,  for  which  capsule  endoscopy  was
performed.  Capsule  administration  and  exam  were unevent-
ful.  The  patient  stated  he had  no  discomfort  but  did not
expel  the  capsule  through  a  bowel  movement  (figs.  1 a and
b).  Hours  later,  he began  to cough  and  10  hours  after  the
procedure  he  spontaneously  expectorated  the video  capsule
(figs.  1c  and  d).  The  images  were reviewed,  confirming  the
aspiration  of  the capsule  when  it was  administered.  A new
video  capsule  was  endoscopically  placed  in the duodenum,
with  no  further  complications.
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Capsule  endoscopy  aspiration  is  a rare  complication.
The  largest  case  series  conducted  on  the topic  reports  a
frequency  of  0.003%,  occurring  mainly  in  elderly,  fragile
patients  with  swallowing  disorders.  In general,  respiratory
symptoms  present  immediately.  There  are  few reports  of
cases  of  asymptomatic  aspiration  of  the capsule  endoscopy
camera  and  only one  report  in which the  duration  was  longer
than  the  10  h  in our  case.
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Figure  1  Secondary  bronchi  at  the  time  of  capsule  administration  (a  and  b).  Bronchus  during  expectoration  of  the  capsule  (c).

Hypopharynx during  capsule  expectoration  (d).
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