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Alcance diagnéstico de la endoscopia digestiva: tuberculosis hipofaringea
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A 67-year-old man with an unremarkable past medical his-
tory was receiving medical attention for 2 months due to
odynophagia and progressive, high dysphagia to solid foods,
as well as an approximate weight loss of 7kg.

The patient did not complain of respiratory symptoma-
tology and stated he was not a smoker.

He was previously evaluated at the otorhinolaryngology
service, and because a fiber optic laryngoscope was not
available, evaluation at the gastroenterology service was
requested. A barium esophagogram was performed and its
results were normal. Considering that some segments of the
respiratory tract are visualized during upper gastrointesti-
nal endoscopy, the procedure was carried out. No lesions
were found at the level of the esophagus, stomach, or
duodenum, but during the removal of the equipment, the
hypopharynx was examined, identifying a friable, granu-
lomatous lesion located in the right glossoepiglottic fold
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Figure 1  Granulomatous lesion in the right glossoepiglottic
fold (green arrow).

extending to the epiglottis (Figs. 1 and 2). Multiple biopsy
samples were taken. The histochemical Ziehl-Neelsen stain
was positive, indicating tuberculosis. The patient was HIV
negative and a chest tomography scan showed no lesions,
confirming the diagnosis of primary hypopharyngeal tuber-
culosis. Anti-tuberculosis drug therapy was begun, and the
patient’s progression is currently satisfactory.
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Figure 2 Granulomatous lesion in the right glossoepiglottic
fold (green arrow), extending to the epiglottis (black arrow).
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