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Diverticulitis de diverticulo gigante de colon

S. Sanchez-Garcia*, D. Rubio-Solis, B. Argiielles-Garcia

Servicio de Radiodiagnédstico, Hospital Universitario Central de Asturias, Oviedo, Asturias, Spain

Figure 1 Plain abdominal x-ray identifying a localized,
rounded, radiolucent structure in the RIF (arrows).

An 83-year-old woman came to the emergency service com-
plaining of abdominal pain in the right iliac fossa (RIF)
of 48-h progression. Abdominal x-ray identified a rounded,
radiolucent structure in the RIF (fig. 1). A computed tomo-
graphy (CT) scan showed that the structure communicated
with the sigmoid colon, corresponding to a 9-cm diverticu-
lum with signs of inflammation (fig. 2). Treatment consisted
of initial antibiotic therapy, followed by sigmoidectomy with
exeresis of the diverticulum. A giant diverticulum is that
which is larger than 4cm. It is a rare manifestation of
diverticular disease, whose cause is unclear. A unidirecti-
onal valve is thought to be created between the colon and
the diverticulum in which air is trapped, resulting in the
gradual distension of the diverticulum. Clinical presenta-
tion ranges from an asymptomatic abdominal mass to acute
abdomen, and pain is the most frequent symptom. A giant
diverticulum can present with complications of perforation,
inflammation, bleeding, and neoplastic degeneration. CT is
the most accurate study for demonstrating the communi-
cation of the diverticulum with the colon and the possible
complications.
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Figure 2 A) Axial view of the abdominal CT scan. A cystic lesion is seen in the RIF (*), with thickened walls (arrows) and
inflammatory changes in the surrounding fat (arrowhead). B) Coronal reconstruction of the abdominal CT scan. The communication
of that structure (*) with the sigmoid colon (arrow) is confirmed, corresponding to an inflamed giant diverticulum of the sigmoid

colon.
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